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Sparks | 


Congress last week shelved all 
bills covering labor draft and fore- 
ing of 4-F's into war jobs. 

. = = 

Life magazine is readying an 
article criticizing prices charged 
for used cars. 

 & 8 

British Ministry of Labor is ad- 
vertising for truck drivers to pre- 
pare for the coming invasion. 

Ss 2 2 


Henry Ford in a letter last week 
to Brig. Gen. Frank T. Hines, 
Veterans’ administrator, pledged 
the Ford Motor Co. to give service- 
men job preference in the postwar 
automobile industry. 

* + a 


Free Wheeling 

One of the many odds and ends 
taken care of by the President 
before leaving the Capital last 
week was a_ request that the 
Senate ratify a convention on 
regulations for inter - American 
automotive traffic, designed to fa- 
cilitate travel throughout the 
hemisphere by simplifying for- 
malities and standardizing rules. 

* + * 


One an Hour 

Ford’s Willow Run now is pro- 
ducing virtually one Liberator 
bomber per working hour, seven 
months ahead of schedule. 

In 1944’s first quarter more four- 
engined bombers were built than 
had been produced from the time 
ground was broken for the huge 
plant (three years ago) up to last 
October. 


* + % 


Rubber for War 

Army requirements of crude or 
synthetic rubber for combat mate- 
riel were reported last week by the 
War Department as follows: 

Medium tank, 810 pounds; fight- 
er plane, 105 pounds; 77 MM gun 
carriage, 404 pounds; 37 MM gun 
carriage or jeep, 70 pounds; field 
ambulance or %4 ton scout car, 200 
pounds; truck (2% tons 6 x 6), 270 
pounds; motorcycle, 14 pounds; gas 
mask, 1% pounds; one mile of field 
wire, 19 pounds. 

* * 


Seiberling Stand 
Determined not to disgrace the 
Army-Navy E flag with its white 


~ star that flies above the Seiberling 


plant .in Akron, J. P. 
Seiberling, president, announced 
last week that if another strike 
occurs at the plant the flag will be 
returned to the War Department 
with apologies. 

Seiberling made the declaration 
after he had been informed of a 
strike which had occurred at the 


Rubber 


Bplant at the same time when em- 


ployes on leave from Seiberling 
had lost their lives on the battle- 


front. 
* + + 


No Fireworks! 

Auto executives and WPB offi- 
cials, attending the first advisory 
committee session in Washington 
last week, devoted no time to fire- 
works; everything was tame and 
routine. "Twas just an overture to 
the big things to come. 

Auto officials, sworn to secrecy, 
kept their promise. Only official 
information was an OWI release, 
plus statements by WPB Chairman 
Nelson and Vice-Chairman C. E. 
Wilson, plus some observations by 
others attending the session. Re- 
porters even were barred from the 
floor where the discussions took 


~ place. 
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AvTomotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 
than in peacetime. This is especially true since AvToMoTive News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AUTOMoTivE 
News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 
this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, how- 
ever, will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and 
advertising as heretofore. 
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WPB Seeks Definite New-Car Plans 


First Meeting of Auto Heads Sets New Formula for Limited Output: 
New Tools Okay Due; Resumption Keyed to War Needs; 
Boost in Tire Rations Likely. Gas Doubtful 


We Hope for the Best; 
It Can’t Be Worse 


Just when automotive transport in all its phases gets 
down to the real hard portion of wartime operation, it 
gets a new set of drivers in ODT, its directing claimant 
agency. 

Faced with extremely critical tire problems, with a 
still serious replacement parts and maintenance problem, 
with an equally serious manpower problem in the mainte- 
nance end of the business and the common carriers so 
badly bogged down under government regulations and 
restrictions that they are barely holding on by their 
boot straps, the new ODT shift in personnel leaves 
only one automotive-minded man in a place of authority, 
Harold Arnot who is staying on as director of the 
Division of Motor Transport. 

The automotive industry wonders, with the top-rank- 
ing spots all filled with rail and electric transit men, 
just how much consideration America’s cars and trucks 
will get. They know that Arnot has demonstrated a 
vigorous and untiring enthusiasm in his work toward 
saving automotive operation since he has been in the 
agency. They realize that he, of necessity, has had to 
devote most of his attention to the common carriers be- 
cause of the critical position they have been in. 

If Arnot had been lifted to a point of equal authority 
with Guy Richardson and Henry McCarthy, the new 
assistant directors of ODT, all automotive men would 
breathe easier, knowing that they had one champion 
at least in the high command. 

ODT’s new director, Col. J. Monroe Johnson, cannot 
be criticized too much for his choice of assistants, for 
after all he is a railroad man and would naturally pick 
men whom he knew to be loyal and good workers. We 
cannot be critical of a director just because he is a 
railroad man after the magnificent job that was done 
for automotive transportation by Bill Jeffers. 

We must wait to see if Col. Johnson, knowing that 
the automotive industry is watching him with critical 
eyes, approaches the automotive problems of his office 
with the same enthusiasm and degree of fairness as 
Jeffers did on rubber, and thereby earns the gratitude 
and homage of all automotive vehicle owners, dealers 
and manufacturers. 

We certainly hope that soon we will have the oppor- 
tunity to applaud the good work of the new director— 
certainly conditions in the operating end of the indus- 
try are ripe for improvement. 


Increased rations of tires are in pros- 
pect for the nation’s motorists, but 
additional gasoline is only a “maybe” 
at the moment, with drivers in the East 
most likely to profit from any loosening 
of the situation, if any. Officially, OPA states there is no 
prospect of increased gas rations on the basis of recent 
consumption which has been about even with allocations. 
But, unofficially, some OPA men have indicated that “the 
situation shows signs of improvement and they would not 
be surprised if increased rations should eventuate.”’ 

Statements and denials on the subject occur daily in 
Washington, with betting even that there will be more gas 
before long and with the OPA definitely planning to give 
motorists more new synthetic rubber tires in May. This 
month about 750,000 new tires are being distributed. 
Civilian tire production is running about 300,000 a month 
above that figure, and these are being held in reserve 
against the greater needs of hot weather and the possi- 
bility that military requirements for rubber might increase. 
Plans call for rationing of more tires in May and even 
larger increases for June and July. 


Boost Is Due 
In Tire Rations, 
Gas ‘Maybe’ 


While reiterating that no new cars 
can be produced until military 
events permit, WPB last week 
instructed 17 top automotive exec- 
utives to prepare within the next 
60 to 90 days detailed programs for (1) production of a 
practical minimum number of passenger cars by each 
company, and (2) the production of an unrestricted num- 
ber. Initial meeting of the new Automobile Industry 
Advisory committee was held in Washington behind closed 
doors with attendees sworn to secrecy, but it is expected 
that the first meeting will bring the following immediate 
results: 

1. WPB will soon give approval to the nine pre-Pearl 
Harbor manufacturers (General Motors, Ford, Chrysler, 
Hudson, Studebaker, Nash, Packard, Willys and Crosley) 
to order machine tools necessary to the resumption of 
production; 2. WPB will release small amounts of mate- 
rials for experimental work, possibly allocate materials for 
actual production to be held in abeyance pending war 
developments; 3. Industry will be allowed pretty much of 
a free hand in planning reconversion under its own “task 
force committee,” with WPB overseeing. 

x k * 

Considerable significance was at- 
tached to WPB’s official statement, 
issued following the meeting, that 
“there was general agreement that 
the manpower situation in the 
auto industry is likely to ease considerably during 1944, 
and that a serious unemployment problem would develop 
with the tapering off of war production unless the transi- 
tion to peacetime production is properly handled.” With 
auto industry employment having reached a peak of 
1,186,000 last November and since then having shown a 
steady, gradual decline to 1,150,000 with production rates 
bettered, it means that the industry has the manpower 
situation pretty well in hand and that WPB will be guided 
accordingly in making plans. 

This, plus other significant factors, led AUTOMOTIVE 
NEws’ Washington correspondent, William Ullman, to de- 
clare: “Statements to the contrary notwithstanding, it is 
a fairly safe guess that WPB is going to permit at least 
partial resumption of new-car production before the end 
of the war. At the next meeting of the advisory commit- 
tee, blueprints to that end will be ready. Badly-needed 
cars may be on their way soon after that and the equili- 
brium of a delicate employment situation by-passed with- 
out unhappy disturbance.” 

x k * 


Much discussion centered on the 
need for new tools to replace those 
worn out or obsoleted during war- 
time production, on removal of 
government equipment from plants 
and on productive space available. Further detailed re- 


ports on these items will be presented by each company 
(Continued on Page 4, Col. 2) 


New-Car Producers 
Asked for Definite 
Production Plans 


Manpower Problem 
Ease to Pave Way 
For Early Output 


Detailed Reports 
Wanted on Tool 
Needs, Materials 


News in Brief 


that industry can secure work- 
ing capital, machinery and 
equipment quickly, there need 
not be a serious unemployment 
problem.” 


Getting Ready 
WASHINGTON. — Serious re- 
conversion unemployment can 
be avoided if machinery for a 
speedy transition to peace is 
set up, WPB Chairman Donald 
Nelson advised Congress last 
week. Nelson, appearing before 
a Contract Termination  sub- 
} committee of the Senate Mili- 
tary Affairs committee, in 
| answer to a question by Chair- 
' man James Murray, stated, “If 
reconversion is properly han- 


Steel Up 

NEW YORK.—For the past 
week steel companies having 94 
percent of the steel capacity of 
the industry operated at 99.5 
percent of capacity .compared 
with 98.7 percent a week ago, 
dled, if contract termination is 99.2 percent a month ago and 
clean-cut and expeditious so 99.1 percent a year ago. 
<item 
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Arkansas Dealers Meet... 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, APRIL 24, 1944 


‘Packard War Output Equal | 
To 50,000 Cars a Month 


Snow Calls Service 
A Postwar Must 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Increase 
in purchasing power of the Ameri- 
can people is going to create after 
the war the greatest market for 
automobiles in history, L. Clare 
Cargile, past president of the Na- 
tional Automobile Dealers Assn., 
said at the recent convention of 
the Arkansas Automobile Dealers 
Assn. 

“The amount of money in cur- 
rent circulation alone is sufficient 
to buy all of the automobiles pro- 
duced in the country since 1935 
without selling a bond or making 
use of any credit,” he said. 

Cargile was one of several NADA 
leaders who addressed the conven- 
tion on present and future prob- 
lems. Lynn §S. Snow, Oak Park, 
Ill., first vice-president of NADA, 
told the dealers that postwar 
maintenance will be a must “be- 
cause there is no chance for new 


Chevrolet Builds 
10% of All U.S. 
Plane Engines 


DETROIT.—Ten percent of 
all the aircraft engines produced 
by American industry in 1943 were 
built by Chevrolet, whose con- 
tracts are all for production of big 
Pratt & Whitney engines for 
bombers and cargo planes, it was 
announced here last week by M. E. 
Coyle, Chevrolet general manager 
and vice-president of the General 
Motors Corp. His announcement 
was coincident with Chevrolet’s 
completion of two years as a 
prime producer of these engines. 

Since engine No. 1 was built by 
Chevrolet on March 30, 1942, Coyle 
revealed, the division has turned 
out well over 30,000 P&W engines, 
enough to power a greater fleet 
of Liberator bombers than has ever 
been assembled. In November of 
last year, he said, Chevrolet set 
an all-time record, building more 
of these big engines than any other 
single manufacturer in the aircraft 
engine field. 

Production in 1943, he disclosed, 
was at a rate five times that of 
1942, and is holding constant at a 
high-volume level in 1944. In addi- 
tion, Chevrolet has announced that 
production of a new P&W engine 
will be superimposed on the pres- 
ent assignment of the fourteen- 
cylinder model. The new contract 
will stamp this division as one of 
the greatest suppliers of the P&W 
engine in the nation. 

A conversion and retooling job 
that normally would require a 
year, Coyle said, will be com- 
pressed into seven months in order 
to produce the new engine at the 
earliest possible date. Seventeen 
plants in Chevrolet’s nationwide 
manufacturing system are allied in 
the P&W production job. 


Marks Promoted 
By Packard 


DETROIT.—James H. Marks, a 
Packard official for 28 years, has 
been named executive vice-presi- 
dent of the company, George T. 
Christopher, president and general 
manager, announced last week. 

Effective immediately, the ap- 
pointment will spread the executive 
load necessitated by Packard’s in- 
creased war production, estimated 
for 1944 at four and a half times 
the company’s peacetime peak, as 
well as expanded future operations, 
said the Packard chief. 

“Mr. Marks’ new duties will be 
designated by the president as 
conditions require,” Christopher 
said. “His business experience and 
administrative ability will con- 
tribute to our general operations 
on the broadened basis occasioned 
by our greater volume.” 

Marks started with the company 
in 1916 as plant engineer. In 1919 
he entered the manufacturing divi- 
sion and, a year later, headed the 
Twin-Six production. He was ap- 
pointed industrial engineer in 1922, | 
becoming purchasing manager in 
1925. In 1940 he was made a vice- 
president. 


ears for a year after the war and 
then production will be slow. 

“More mechanics should be edu- 
cated,” he said. “Schools should 
put in courses in maintenance to 
teach students theoretical funda- 
mentals for repair and mainte- 
nance.” 

D. E. Castles, St. Louis, immedi- 
ate past president of NADA, said 
that trade restrictions should be 
eliminated immediately after the 
war. 

Reporting on the Washington 
front, Labert St. Clair, NADA 
public-relations chief, said that the 
day of kicking business around in 
Congress is distinctly on the way 
out. 

“Through Congress,” St. Clair 
said, “business can find a _ voice, 
and if business will conduct itself 
properly, in my opinion, it will get 
the assistance it needs.” 

The Arkansas dealers elected O. 
A. Cook, of the Cook Automobile 
Co., Little Rock, president to suc- 
ceed William H. Sadler, of Sadler- 
Ross Motor Co., Little Rock. 

Other officers are Gene McDavid, 
Eldorado, vice-president, and Fred 
S. Balch, Little Rock, treasurer. 
W. Link Lewis, Little Rock, was 
reelected secretary-manager. 

Cargile was chosen Arkansas di- 
rector of the board of NADA. New 
directors of the Arkansas associa- 
tion are W. H. McCain, Brinkley; 
Balch; M. S. Benson, Little Rock; 
Ray West, Pine Bluff; R. H. Pat- 
ton, Jonesboro; Ralph S. Moot, 
Fordyce; Mose Smith, Fort Smith, 
and S. A. Wilcoxson, Hamburg. 

Holdover directors are Cargile, 
W. A. Collie, Leo Griffin, Mose M. 
Holiman, Cook, Tully Hornor, J. C. 
McCaa, Russell Phillips, Rabie 
Rhodes, Sadler, A. H. Talkington, 
McDavid, R. J. Ross, H. C. Thomas 
and H. F. Trotter. 


ATAM to Hold 
Chicago Meeting 


June 19-20 


CHICAGO. — The Automotive 
Trade Assn. Managers will hold 
their midsummer meeting June 
19-20 at the Palmer House. 

Announcement last week to this 
effect was accompanied by a state- 
ment from Earl Burrows, secre- 
tary, that a new committee on by- 
laws has just been appointed. 

Paul T. Graves, Detroit Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn., is _ president. 
The other two members are Louis 
Milan, Wisconsin Automotive 
Trades Assn., and Edward L. 
Cleary, Chicago Automobile Trade 
Assn. 

A meeting of the bylaws com- 
mittee, with Burrows also in at- 
tendance, is scheduled in Chicago 
May 1, when amendments will be 
discussed and the midsummer pro- 
gram will also be taken up. 


Business Urged to Take Lead 


68 Used U. S. Vehicles 


Up for Sale in Boston 

BOSTON.—Three lots of used 
trucks and passenger cars are 
being offered for sale here by 
Treasury Procurement, Park 
Square Building, Boston 16. 

Seven passenger cars make 
up the first lot, bids for which 
close 11 a.m. May 4. Bids on 
the second lot, made up of 11 
trucks, close 11 a.m. May 5. In 
the third lot are 44 trucks and 
six passenger cars, and bids 
close 11 a.m. May 8. 


Deo Succeeds 
Bishop as 


NADA Counsel 


WASHINGTON.—M. Robert Deo, 
of Escanaba, Mich., was formally 
presented as the new general coun- 
sel of the National Automobile 
Dealers Assn. at a farewell lunch- 
eon here last week to Charley 
Bishop, retiring general counsel. 
The affair was presided over by 
NADA Executive Vice-President 
Ray Chamberlain. 

The “hello-goodby” party, staged 
at the Hotel Statler, brought out a 
large number of key officials of 
the auto sections, branches and 
divisions of the OPA, WPB, ODT 
and Treasury Procurement. 

Bishop, as reported previously, 
will join Chrysler Corp. on May 1 
as a member of the staff of A. 
vanDerZee. 

Deo comes to NADA from Phila- 
delphia, where he was regional 
attorney for ODT. Prior to that 
he practiced law at Escanaba, 
after graduation from the Univer- 
sity of Michigan law school in 1932. 


Missouri Dealers 


To Meet June 8 


ST. LOUIS.—The annual meet- 
ing of the Missouri Automobile 
Dealers Assn. will be held here 
June 8. A committee composed of 
W. J. Rasmussen, David E. Castles, 
A. R. Lindburg, F. H. Riesmeyer, 
L. M. Stewart and Don F. Riley, 
incumbent president, has been se- 
lected to make arrangements for 
the meeting. 

The board of directors will meet 
the day preceding the convention 
to elect new officers. 


St. Louis Auto Assn. 


Reelects All Officers 

ST. LOUIS.—AIl officers of the 
Greater St. Louis Automotive 
Assn. were reelected recently for 
another one-year term. They are 
Cc. F. McClure, president; Sidney 
Weber, vice-president; George M. 
Berry, treasurer; Joseph A. 
Schlecht, secretary-manager and 
Fay Hahn, assistant secretary. 


Reynolds Office Moved 


DETROIT.—The Detroit office of the 
Reynolds Metals Co., Inc.. under the 
direction of Col. F. D. Rankin, has 
been moved from the General Motors 
Building to 1010 Fisher Building. 


In Labor Improvement 


By Robert M. Finlay 
Associate Editor 

DETROIT. — Like business, 
individual worker needs some 
stimulation to do his best, Eric 
Johnston, president of the United 
States Chamber of Commerce, told 
members of the Economic Club of 
Detroit last week. 

Johnston asserted that although 
business and industry are using 
the most modern techniques in 
production and merchandising, in 
many cases they are handling labor 
relations in the same manner they 
did 30 or 40 years ago. 

After the war, he predicted, 
management could gain much 
by placing topflight corporation 
executives on a level with sales 
managers in charge of labor 
problems. An enlightened labor 
policy, he asserted, would do 
much to improve the produc- 
tivity of the worker. 

In this respect, he urged that 
business either improve the con- 
tinuity of employment or provide 
better social insurance so that a 


the 


floor would be placed under the 
worker’s standard of living. 

Labor was one of several sub- 
jects in which Johnston saw need 
for business leadership. Others 
were taxes, American foreign 
policy and the belief in an expand- 
ing, dynamic economy. 

Order must somehow be obtained 
out of the tax pattern of confusion, 
so that taxes will stifle neither 
business nor the individual. As for 
American foreign policy, Johnston 
said that America would become 
more dependent on foreign trade 
and must take steps to keep order 
in the world. 

Turning to the domestic econ- 
omy, Johnston chided those who 
say there are no more business 
frontiers in America. In 11 West- 
ern states, he _ said, lie untold 
riches awaiting development. 

f n * 
Strikes 

Strike occurred last week at the 
Graham-Paige, Chrysler Tank, Mo- 
tor Products, Briggs, Buick and 
Continental plants. 


DETROIT. — Packard’s war en- 
gine output for March alone 
equaled a peacetime schedule of 
50,000 cars in dollar value, estab- 
lishing a new monthly production 
record, George T. Christopher, 
president and general manager, 
announced last week before a total 
of 550 car dealers, parts managers 
and dealers’ service men in field 
meetings held in Philadelphia, 
Boston and New York. 

Christopher told the automotive 
groups, representing approximately 
25 percent of Packard’s car poten- 
tial, that first-quarter engine pro- 
duction indicates a volume for the 
year four-and-a-half times’ the 
company’s biggest peacetime an- 
nual output. He stated that plant 
additions for steadily rising sched- 
ules of war engines now give Pack- 
ard a total of 4,600,000 square feet 
of productive factory space, even 
exceeding in size the gigantic 
bomber plant of Willow Run. 

This record-breaking three- 
month production of Packard PT- 
boat engines and Rolls-Royce air- 
craft engines for five Allied planes 
was achieved, he pointed out, de- 
spite the fact that Packard is now 
building the intricate two-stage, 
two-speed supercharger’ engine 
that powers the world’s fastest 
fighter, the new Mustang. 

“Since the start of war produc- 
tion,” he said, “Packard has ship- 
ped nearly 35,000 war engines. This 
represents almost 47,000,000 rated 
horsepower, and is the equivalent 
of the total power installed in ap- 
proximately 370,000 Packard cars,” 
Christopher told his automotive 
audience. 

“A good idea of what this means 
in motor-car terms is seen from 
the fact that latest registration 
figures show 457,693 Packard cars 
in owners’ hands. In effect, the 
company’s war production since 
Pearl Harbor has nearly equaled 
its car horsepower output of sev- 
eral years previous. 

“Obviously, this spells enlarged 
output of cars when automobile 
production is resumed. Redesigning 
of plant layout, already completed, 
and more efficient handling of 
materials should permit a 44 per- 
cent increase in our capacity for 
making cars.” 

Christopher stated that any re- 
sumption of motor-car production 
before war's end is rightly a 


Ford Ups Output 
Of Plane Engines 
45% in 3 Months 


DEARBORN.—A 45 percent in- 
crease in production of Pratt & 
Whitney 2,000-horsepower aircraft 
engines during the last three 
months was announced Thursday 
by the Ford Motor Co. 

The engines are used to power 
several of the leading fighters and 
bombers of the Army Air Forces. 

This tremendous production gain 
was attributed to perfection of 
manufacturing methods to meet 
the Army’s requirements. The 
number of engines produced in 
March represented an increase of 
16 percent over the number turned 
out in February, and 45 percent 
over the number produced in De- 
cember, 1943. 


Dewey Signs 


+e 
Equal-Pay Bill 

ALBANY.—Increasing to five the 
number of states. with such laws 
on their statute books, Gov. 
Thomas E. Dewey signed recently 
a bill guaranteeing women equal 
pay for equal work and setting up 
penalties where employers. dis- 
criminate in the rate of pay be- 
cause of sex. 

The New York measure, which 
appropriates $40,000 to the State 
Labor Department for administra- 
tion, will take effect July 1. It 
provides that “no employe shall, 
because of sex, be subjected to any 
discrimination in the rate of her 
or his pay,” but that a differential 
in pay between employes based on 
factors other than sex shall not be 
discrimination. Employers who 
violate the law are made subject 
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Washington concern. He told the 
dealers he felt that the nation’s 
automotive needs for civilian con- 
sumption were receiving top-draw- 
er attention from government 
heads. He believes progress is be- 
ing made in pre-reconversion mat- 
ters of contract termination and 
plant clearance of U. S. owner 
machinery, citing as evidence the 
session just held between auto in- 
dustry heads and government plan- 
ning officials in the nation’s 
capital. 

“If Washington gives the go- 
ahead, Packard can build some 
cars along with its continued war 
manufacturing,” he said. “We can 
start producing cars about four 
months after we get the green 
light, providing materials are made 
available.” 

Packard’s postwar car will re- 
semble the 1942 Clipper “with a 
face lifting job,” Christopher an- 
nounced. In answer to a query 
about the price tag for the new 
car, he replied that could not be 
settled until it is known what the 
national economy will then be. 
Present indications point to prices 
roughly 25 percent higher, he be- 
lieves. 

Acting as chairman of the meet- 
ing in Philadelphia was R. B. 
Parker, general manager of Pack- 
ard-Philadelphia; in Boston, for- 
mer Gov. Alvan T. Fuller, presi- 
dent of the Packard Motor Car 
Co., of Boston, and in New York, 
R. W. Carson, vice-president and 
general manager of the Packard 
Motor Car Co., of New York. In- 
cluded in the factory speakers 
from Detroit were A. B. Nielsen, 
assistant sales manager, and Karl 
M. Greiner, parts and service man- 
ager. 


Chrysler Profits 
Cut in Half 


Since War 


DETROIT.— Although Chrysler 
Corp. manufactured $1,500,000,000 
worth of war material in the last 
two years, profits averaged only 
slightly more than half the per 
share level of prewar days, Presi- 
dent K. T. Keller told a stockhold- 
ers’ meeting last week. 

“In five years prior to Pearl Har- 
bor,” Keller said, “profits averaged 
$8.47 per share of stock, and in the 
two years since Pearl Harbor, $4.46 
per share. 

“In the five years prior to Pearl 
Harbor, out of every dollar of 
sales, the corporation had left 
about 5% cents. In the two years 
since Pearl Harbor, 2% cents.” 

Keller also revealed that in the 
last two years Chrysler paid in 
taxes almost twice as much as its 
profits and paid to its stockholders 
dividends of $3.50 per share in 1942 
and $3 per share in 1943, as com- 
pared with $5.50 in 1940 and $6 
in 1941. 


Truck Leasing 


Controls Lifted 


WASHINGTON. — Charges for 
the leasing of trucks between over- 
the-road carriers in fulfillment of 
Office of Defense Transportation 
directives have been exempted 
from price control for a 90-day 
period, the Office of Price Admin- 
istration announced last week. 

This exemption, which was effec- 
tive Apr. 14, 1944, and terminates 
July 13, 1944, applies only to the 
compensation charged between the 
truck operators for the rental of 
equipment under ODT orders. It 
does not extend to any other type 
of truck rental or to the rates 
which the operator leasing the 
truck may charge the shipper of 
commodities being transported in 
the truck. 


Lombard Heads 


Auto Dealers Assn. 
KLAMATH FALLS, Ore.—L. L. 
Lombard of Lombard Motors 
(Dodge-Plymouth) was elected 
president of Klamath Automobile 
Dealers Assn.; R. O. Odell of Odell 
Motor Co. (Studebaker), first vice- 
president; Frank Victory, First 


to a fine of $50 for each violation. | National Bank, secretary-treasurer 
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DIGEST EDITION 


Texas Dealers 
Complete Plans 


For Convention 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex. — Plans 
have been completed for the 28th 
annual convention here Apr. 24-25 
of the Texas Automotive Dealers 
Assn. 

Speakers will include Dave Kelly, 
’president, NADA; Ray Chamber- 
lain, executive vice-president, 
NADA; Elliott Taylor, chief, auto- 
mobile rationing branch, OPA; 
Don Smith, chief, machinery 
branch, OPA; L. Clare Cargile, 
past president, NADA; Louis 
Milam, executive vice-president, 
Wisconsin Automobile Dealers 
Assn., and Lynn B. Shaw, general 
manager, Texas Motor Transporta- 
tion Assn., Inc. 

The convention will also mark 
the 25th year of W. A. (Cap) Wil- 
liamson as vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the association. In 
his position, Williamson has served 
as a member of the Texas Senate 
and the Texas House of Represen- 
tatives and is responsible for many 
of the enactments beneficial to the 
automobile trade, as well as good 
roads legislation which has bene- 
fited motoring. 

The matter of licensing dealers 
will also be brought up, according 
to reports. 

Headquarters 
Gunter Hotel. 


* * * 


Taylor Starts Swing 


Through South 

WASHINGTON.—Elliott Taylor, 
chief of OPA’s Automobile Ration- 
ing section, will be a speaker at 
the Texas Automobile Dealers 
Assn.’s annual meeting in San 
Antonio this week. 

Taylor is on an official mission 
taking him to New Orleans, Mo- 
bile, Dallas and other points in 
that section. He will visit OPA 
dealer consultants and OPA re- 
gional and district offices. 

Don Smith, of OPA’s Auto Price 
section, also will be present at the 
San Antonio meeting, as will of 
course Ray Chamberlain, executive 
vice-president of NADA. 


1,187 Trucks 
Are Released 


WASHINGTON.—Vehicles _total- 
ing 1,187 in number were released 
under operation of the truck- 
rationing program March 26-April 
1, WPB’s automotive division an- 
nounced last week. A breakdown 
of the total shows that 190 light, 
791 medium, and 613 heavy trucks 
were released. In addition, 252 
trailers, 23 third-axle attachments 
and two dollies were released. 

Since the rationing program was 
placed in effect in March, 1942, 
213,911 vehicles of all types have 
been released, WPB said. In this 
total are included 46,836 light, 117,- 
765 medium and 25,966 heavy 
trucks; 20,648 trailers, 2,543 third- 
axle attachments and 153 miscel- 
laneous vehicles. 


will be at the 


Butler Remains Chief 


Of Used-Car Report 

CHICAGO.—W. E. Butler, presi- 
dent of Butler Motors, Inc. (Hud- 
son. distributors), was _ reelected 
president of the National Used Car 
Market Report, Inc., Blue Book 
and Red Book publishers for the 
past 35 years, it was announced 
last week. 

Reelected with Butler were 
Charles E. Gambill, vice-president, 
and Henry Paulman jr., secretary- 
treasurer. George A. Leukhart was 
reappointed general manager for 
the tenth successive year. 


Obituaries— 


H. B. Hatch 

STOCKTON, Calif.—H. B. Hatch, 
former Chevrolet dealer here, died re- 
cently. Mr. Hatch was associated with 
Chevrolet since 1921, when he became 
a field representative on the Pacific 
In succeeding years he became 
zone manager, regional manager, and 
assistant general sales manager until 
1938, when he secured the Stockton 


dealership. 
* * cs 


Fred L. Brown 

WHITE PLAINS, N. Y.—Fred L. 
Brown, 60, pioneer automobile dealer 
here, died April 4. Mr. Brown had 
been with Buick here since 1910, and 
20 years ago absorbed the Chevrolet 
agency. At his death he was president 
of Brown Buick-Chevrolet Co., Brown 


Aircraft Co. and the Westchester Auto| 


Credit Corp. 
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CLASSIFIED WANT AD DEPARTM 


Reaching an estimated 50,000 


Maine to California. Low rates: TEN CENTS 
advance, 


for 3 insertions. Cash in 
signed with your full name and 
Automotive News, Detroit 2, 


as replies forwarded, unoper 


WANT AD DEPT., AUTO 


re i alo 


HELP WANTED 


PARTSMAN—Buick-Chevrolet dealer, es- 
tablished thirty years; one of largest 
Southwestern dealerships; wants experi- 
enced parts man. Good pay, excellent 
prospects for go-getter. Congenial work- 
ing conditions. Permanent connection 
right man. Located in Border city; 
splendid, healthful year round climate. 
State qualifications first letter. Replies 
confidential WATKINS MOTOR COM- 
PANY, Inc., 415 West San Antonio 
Street, El Paso, Texas. 


AUTOMOBILE BUYER and SALESMAN 
wanted for large Oldsmobile dealer. Ex- 
cellent opportunity for good experienced 
man. Salary and commission. Phila- 
delphia Motor Car Co., 1155 S. Broad 
St., Philadelphia 47, Pa. 


SERVICE MANAGER WANTED. For one 
of Tidewater Virginia's oldest and most 
reliable concerns, must be aggressive and 
Dodge & Plymouth experience preferred. 
Salary $250 per month, plus monthly 
bonus, with sales potential of 300 cars 
per year or better. State qualifications, 
experience and references in first letter. 
All replies confidential. LIVERMON 
MOTOR COMPANY, INC., 314 Crawford 
Street, Portsmouth, Virginia. 


PARTS MANAGER WANTED. For one of 
Tidewater Virginia’s oldest and most 
reliable concerns, must be aggressive 
and Dodge & Plymouth experience pre- 
ferred. Salary $200 per month, plus 
monthly bonus. State qualifications in 
first letter. All replies confidential. 
LIVERMON MOTOR COMPANY, INC., 
on Crawford Street, Portsmouth, Vir- 
ginia. 


WANTED: PARTS MANAGER for Ford 
dealer, town 25,000. State qualifications, 
experience and references. STAR MOTOR 
CO., Logansport, Ind. 


SERVICE MANAGER and ASSISTANT. 
Ford or Chevrolet experience, mechani- 
cal, body, paint, etc. Excellent postwar 
prospects. Must be capable handling 
men and customers. Airmail experience, 
qualifications and references to YOUNG, 
2641 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach, Calif. 


WANTED—PARTS MANAGER for large 
Dodge-Plymouth Agency in a large city 
in Maryland. Must be capable of tak- 
ing complete charge. State age, past 
experience, qualifications, and references. 
Ideal working conditions and good sal- 
ary for right man. Box 624, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


—— 


BEAR WHEEL RACK MAN, prefer one 
having knowledge of frame straighten- 
ing, ideal working conditions, guaran- 
teed minimum. Wire or write, INGMAN 
MOTORS, 1864 SW Sth St., Miami 35, 
Florida. 

ec Ct 

EXPERIENCED FORD PARTS MAN. 
Two experienced Ford mechanics needed 
to take care of increased business. Ex- 
cellent opportunity. Good salary. Perma- 
nent connection. Must be draft exempt 
and please give full information when 
replying. JESSE M. CHASE, Ford 
Dealer, Pocatello, Idaho. 


— Le 
POSITION WANTED 
$$ 


ATTENTION—MANUFACTURERS AUTO- 
MOTIVE PARTS EQUIPMENT. Inter- 
ested in sales and distribution on West 
Coast. Can establish representation all 
leading communities. Write DON HILL, 
4034 N.E. Broadway, Portland 13, 
Oregon. 

i RD 


MANUFACTURER'S REPRESENTATIVE 
offers aggressive sales representation in 
middle western territory for parts or 
accessory manufacturer. Experienced in 
automotive field. Will handle only non- 
competing lines on an exclusive basis. 
Office located in Chicago. Write Box 615, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


_ ———  ——— 

EQUIPMENT — PARTS — ACCESSORIES ! 
for Pacific Coast distribution. Can 
establish aggressive sales representation 
all key points direct to trade, on exclu- 
sive non-competing lines. Write DON 
HILL, 4034 N.E. Broadway, Portland 
13, Oregon. 


USED CARS WANTED 


FUNERAL CARS or AM- 
Will buy clean 1936 or 
Henry Von, 3209 Victor, 
Missouri. 


HEARSES, 
BULANCES. 
newer models. 
Kansas City, 


WILL BUY—Clean seven passenger sedans, 
limousines 1936-1942. REILLY & SCOTT, 
137 West 56th St., New York City. 


WILL BUY 1940 or ’41 Special and Super- 
Model Buicks. Write, wire or phone Mr. 
Prior, East Coast Motors, West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

CONVERTIBLES & STATION WAGONS 
1939-42. Sam Greenfield, 3510 E. 
142nd. St., Cleveland. 


NEW CARS WANTED 


NEW AND USED CARS WANTED. | 
We must buy 100—1942 new or used 
Plymouth or Chevrolet 2 door or 4 door 
sedans. Will pay top dollar for clean 
low mileage cars. Call or write DAVID 
T. ROBINSON CO., 4733 Chestnut St., | 
Philadelphia, Penna.—Sherwood 1700. | 
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NEW CARS FOR SALE 


NEW & USED CARS. Authorized factory 
new car dealer with excellent connec- 
tions located in vicinity of Philadelphia 
wishes to act as agent in accordance 
with your instructions for the purchase 
of new and used cars. Box 617, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


CHRYSLER ’42 (new) Imperial Crown 
limousine, 7 passenger. Will sell or 
trade. Box 628, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit 2. 


USED CARS FOR SALE 


1941 PLYMOUTH 4-DOOR SEDANS—for- 
mer cabs—-35 to choose from. These 
cars have all been repainted in standard 
1941 Plymouth colors, average mechani- 
cal condition. Set of new synthetic re- 
capped tires on all cars. Priced to sell 
fast—$635. GREAT LAKES MOTOR 
CORP., 2359 Main St., Buffalo, N. Y. 


15 USED LATE MODEL clean Buicks, 
Oldsmobiles, Chevrolets, Pontiacs, Plym- 
ouths and Fords. Will sell all or any 
number of them. Philadelphia Motor Car 
a's 1155 S. Broad St., Philadelphia 

‘, Pa. 


1941 CADILLACS 


Series 62, 6 Pass. Sedan; Gun Metal Gray, 
Radio, Heater, 5 White Side Walled Tires. 


Series 63, 56 Pass. Sedan; Black, Radio, 
Heater, 5 Black Tires. 


The pair of $4950. 
wire Whiteleather, Cadillac Oldsmobile 
Co., Canton, Ohio. 


1940 CADILLAC SERIES 75—7 pass. 
limousine. Color black. Driven only 
21,000 miles. Appearance and mechani- 
cal condition like new. Hon, Smithson 
& Raymond, 1809 Devon Ave., Chicago, 
Illinois. 


1938 
mission, 
parts. 
pany, 


OLDSMOBILE, automatic 

completely rebuilt with 
Write Northern Automobile Com- 
Bozeman, Mont. 


1941 
Sam Greenfield, 3510 E. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


CLEAN, LOW MILEAGE CARS. 
142nd. S&t., 


1941 PACKARD 110 Convertible Coupe, 
new _—itop, radio, heater and new 
recapped tires, $1295. Whiteleather, 
Cadillac Oldsmobile Co., Canton, Ohio. 


USED CARS FOR SALE—175 used cars 
1940, 1941 and 1942 Models. All makes 
and models including Station Wagons 
and Convertibles. Excellent loading and 
shipping facilities to any part of the 
country. CHRYSLER PITTSBURGH 
COMPANY, INC., 5625 Baum Blvd., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


THANK YOU! 


The response to our spe- 
cial telephone service has 
been terrific. Dealers have 
found it eliminates costly 
trips to New York, trans- 
portation worries and in 
short is an ideal way to 
buy cars. 


Let Reliance Motors do 
the work for you. We de- 
liver, load, and ship right 
to your door. Financial 
arrangements to your con- 
venience. 


Why not call or wire Mr. 
Horton now for sample 
‘arload? Over 300 ears in 
stock, 

& 


RELIANCE MOTORS 
2040 Broadway at 70th Street 
New York, N. Y. 
TEL.—TRAFALGAR 4-2830 
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TRUCKS FOR SALE 


NEW KINGHAM TRAILERS under ceil- 
ing price. Lengths 14’ to 30’. Vans, 
Chassis, Flats, Semis, 4-Wheelers, Tan- 
dems. Immediate delivery on PD321. In 
cue at MIDDLEKAUF, INC., Toledo, 

oO. 


FOR SALE—1941 Indian Scout Dispatch 
Tow, driven 11,500 miles, no accidents, 
A-1 condition, excellent tires $550. 
Balise Motor Sales, 603 Columbus Ave., 
Springfield, Mass. 


SEVERAL NEW FORD 
chassis, equipped with 
dump bodies. One six-cylinder 134” 
chassis and cab, with two-yard Heil 
dump body. Two 100 h.p. 101” C.O.E.’s 
with two-yard Heil dump bodies. These 
are all new units, offered subject to 
prior sale, at ceiling prices. Box 631, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


1% ton 134” 
1% and 2-yard 


1942 DODGE 3 TON NEW 
chassis & cab 155 WB. 


1939 CASE TRAILER 
to carry 4 pass. cars. 


ALL MAKES & ALL MODELS 
TRUCKS — TRACTORS 
TRAILERS 


1942 Used Cars like new 


U.S. BEST TRUCK SALES 
1689 Bedford Ave., Bklyn, N.Y. 


TRUCKS WANTED 


WE WILL BUY and pay top dollar any 
make, any amount trucks 1938 or over. 
Running or wrecked condition. Will go 
as far as Buffalo, New York and Wash- 
ington, D. C. LASKY MOTOR CAR 
7. 90 Montrose Avenue, Brooklyn, 
NH. F. 


BUSES FOR SALE 


NEW 1942 INTERNATIONAL KS-7 School 
Bus, Superior body, write for price and 
particulars. Dahl Motors, LaCrosse, Wis. 


FOR SALE: 8-Model 685, Pancake White 
Buses. Will make wonderful 4 wheel 
trailers. Box 632, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit 2. 


AUCTION 


BEN FISHEL AUTOMOBILE 
AUCTION COMPANY 


at 10:30 a.m. 
Every Tuesday—Rain or Shine 


Used Cars and Trucks On Hand 
At All Times 


FOR DEALERS ONLY 


WE BUY WE SWAP WE SELL 
COME BUY COME SELL 


Phones 127-128-591 
2112-14-16 Sycamore St. 
Cairo, il. 


DEALERSHIP FOR SALE 


$25,000 cash will buy profitable dealership. 
One of BIG THREE franchises. Heart 
of rich citrus belt of Central Florida. 
Brick building 12,500 ft. floor space. 100 
car potential. Fine service business and 
storage. Good used car business. Only 
reason for selling, owner’s health. Box 
619, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


WELL ESTABLISHED PACIFIC COAST 
General Motors line. Dealer subject to 
draft. Will sell modern building and 
equipment $115,000, plus inventories at 
cost. Total net profits last three years 
over $60,000, still running $1,500 month- 
ly. Box 621, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit 2. 


DEALERSHIP FOR SALE — Chrysler- 
Plymouth exclusive Franchise in a Penn- 
sylvania town of 40,000 trading area. 
Garage with complete modern repair 
shop and body works. Complete line 
new parts. Used Car business 1943 had 
350 car turnover, present stock averages 
40 cars on hand. Capital investment 
$45,000, will sell without Used Cars 
less inventory. Interested parties only 
invited. Address letter Box 629, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit for com- 
plete details by return mail. 


9 
“+, 


DODGE-PLYMOUTH DEALERSHIP of 
400 cars. City of 90,000, Northeastern 
Pennsylvania Stock of new and used 
cars, parts, accessories, equipment. Good 
going business. Box 630, c/o 
News, Detroit 2 


Automotive 


TWO HARTFORD 
DEALERS OFFER 


500 USED 
CARS at LOW 
WHOLESALE 
PRICES 


All makes—All Body Styles— 
All year models from 1936-1942. 


Most are low mileage cars, 
have 5 A-1 tires. 


Lower prices than in any other 
market. 


Rail facilities to all 
daily arranged by us. 


Call or wire us... . We will 
make hotel reservations. 


CAPITOL MOTORS, INC. 


368 Main Street, Tel. 7-8144 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


or 


O’MEARA MOTOR CO. 


653 Conn. Boulevard, Tel. 8-2176 
EAST HARTFORD, CONN. 


Points 


These two firms have been in 
business over 25 years. 


DEALERSHIP WANTED 


PREFER FORD, CHEVROLET, DODGE- 
PLYMOUTH, or other G-M make with 
400 to 600 car potential in Penn., Ohio, 
Ind., Mich., Ky., or W. Va. Will pay 
cash for a going concern or will take an 
open point. Box 618, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit 2. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LAPEER TRAILER TANK 2,500 gallon, 
975-20 tires, $1,000. Plymouth 1942 
Sedan, $1,000. Ford Tudor, 1936 body, 
$50. Chevrolet Tudor, 1937 body shell, 
$25. Ford V8 motor overhaul stand, $25. 
New Amco Ridge Reamer, $15. Hub 
caps fit ‘37 to °'42 Chevrolets, $.75. 
LOUIS CHEVROLET, Thompsonville, 
Conn. 


AUTOMOBILE CATA- 
LOGUES prior to 1924, early copies of 
automobile magazines, special issues of 
auto show numbers of Scientific Ameri- 
can Magazine. Lloyd Partridge, 712 
Federal St., Chicago. 


WANTED: OLD 


PARTS WANTED 


WANTED 1937-1941 inclusive, front and 
rear Packard fenders. Write Hoskins, 
Inc., 870 E. Market St., Akron, Ohio. 


WANTED: Right front fender for 1941 
DeSoto. For shipping instructions, wire 
Lincoln-Miller, Inc., Harrisonburg, Vir- 
ginia. Will pay retail. 


FORD AND CHEVROLET truck cabs to 

fit 40-41-42 conventional type. Body parts 

1941 Ford convertible, also some 

Ford truck parts. Wanted right front 

door, hood and radiator for Ford 1942 

6 cylinder. KENNETH WHITWORTH, 
Oneida, N. Y. 


WANTED: New or used crank shaft for 
1940 Bantam. Brown Auto Sales, 5020 
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


FOR SALE, 2 motors; 37 Ford ‘‘60’’ com- 
plete, $75. ‘41 Chrysler SPITFIRE, 
fluid drive unit, complete, guaranteed, 
$150. Gettysburg Motor Sales, Gettys- 
burg, Pa. Phone 484. 


1941 DODGE SEDAN 
rolet cab, frame, 
axle and springs, radiator. ‘38 Packard, 
8 cylinder motor and trans., perfect. 
’41 Dodge express body, new Dodge 
motors, used Dodge motors, ‘39 to 
‘41 Dodge express fenders. KAPUS 
GARAGE, INC., Superior, Wisconsin. 


BODY, 1939 Chev- 
front 


rear housing, 


NOTICE—We have 1942 CHEVROLET 
PARTS: Doors, Trunk Lids, Upholstery, 
Hardware and Glass. 40% to 60% off 
list. Write for free complete price list. 
Cooper-Lewis Co., Inc., 238 Broadway, 
Revere 51, Mass. 


EQUIPMENT WANTED 
BUSHING GRINDER in good 


State all details in reply. 
c/o Automotive News, 


SUNNEN 
condition. 
Box 626, 
Detroit, 2. 


EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


SURPLUS REYNOLDS & REYNOLDS 
perpetual customer follow-up 
48” x 64”, also same make perpetual 
used car control board 48” x 60”. 
Both in excellent condition, $40 each. 
Box 627, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit 2. 

GARAGE EQUIPMENT —electric chassis 
dynomometer, complete with generators, 
compensators, cooling fans and back- 
ground display. Used 3 months. Original 
cost, $4800. Will sell for $2000. Apply 
Box 633, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


RADIOS WANTED 


WANTED TO BUY Automobile Radios. 
State full particulars. L. 8. JULLIEN, 
Inc., 1443 P. Street, N.W., Washington 
S Dd. & 


WANTED: New 1941-42 
Quote quantity and prices. 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 


Pontiac radios. 
Box 625, 
2. 
WANTED NEW CAR RADIOS, any model. 
Advise quantity available, price wanted, 
etc Bear Cat Stores, 2325 So. Michigan 
! Ave., Chicago 18, Ill. 
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Rogers Resigns, Arnot Stays... 


More Rail Men Put 
In Key ODT Posts 


WASHINGTON. Col. J. Monroe 
Johnson, newly-appointed ODT di- 
rector, last week announced the 
appointment of two new assistant 
directors, the resignation of John 
L. Rogers as assistant in charge of 
the work and personnel of the 
division of transport, and _ that 
Brig. Gen. C. D. Young, contrary 
to rumor, would continue as deputy 
director. 

In the delegation of authority to 
two assistants, Col. Johnson, it was 
stated, “drew allied divisions of the 
ODT closer together.” 

The new assistant directors are 
Guy A. Richardson and Henry F. 


McCarthy. Richardson was named | 


assistant director of the ODT in 
charge of both the division of local 


transport and the division of motor | 
ap- | 


transport. McCarthy was 
pointed assistant director of the 
ODT in charge of the division of 
railway transport. 

“It is with regret that the ODT 
loses the services of Commissioner 
Rogers,” Col. Johnson said. “On 
account of the strain growing out 
of more than two years of double 
duty with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission and the Office 
of Defense Transportation, Rogers 
tendered his resignation on March 
20, 1944. Pending the appointment 
of a new director, he agreed to con- 
tinue his work with the Office of 
Defense Transportation until the 
appointment could be made. 

“IT am happy to be able to add, 
however, that, while devoting the 
major part of his time to the work 
of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, Rogers will continue to 
be available to the Office of 
Defense Transportation in an ad- 
visory capacity.” 

The appointment of Richardson 
consolidates under an_ assistant 
director the ODT’s wartime con- 
trols over trucks, intercity busses, 
streetcars, rapid transit, city 
buses, city delivery service and 
taxicabs. Richardson is a former 
president of the American Transit 
Assn. Harold C. Arnot, director 
of the Division of Motor Transport, 
will continue to serve in that 
capacity under Richardson. 

With the appointment of Mce- 


7 7°. 
Substitute Bill 
e 
On Highways 
Is Favored 

WASHINGTON. The abundance 
of suggested changes in the pro- 
posed $3 billion postwar federal- 
aid highway bills, presented dur- 
ing the first four weeks of hear- 
ings before the House Roads Com- 
mittee, as well as the attitude of 
committee members, indicates that 
an entirely new subsitute bill may 
be reported out for consideration 
by the Congress, in the opinion of 
the National Highway Users 
Conference. 

The original measures (H.R. 2426 
and S. 971) would authorize 
$1 billion annually for each of the 
three years immediately following 
the close of the war to be matched 
by the states on the basis 75 per- 
cent federal funds -25_ percent 
state funds. Federal funds would 
be distributed to give the more 
populous states some financial ad- 
vantage in urban traffic problems. 

Disagreement with the formula 
has produced several substitutes 
and some committee members 
have indicated that they may be 
considering one postwar highway 
authorization for rural roads on 
the basis of the traditional federal- 
aid formula with an additional al- 
location for urban highways to be 
distributed more in accordance 
with population. 

Although many states have re- 
ported that they would be unable 
to provide more than 25 percent of 
the cost of the proposed program, 
opposition has developed to in- 
creasing the federal percentage of 
highway expenditures. 


Moving Vans Licensed 


TRENTON, N. J. Operators olf 
household goods moving vans will have 
to obtain special licenses at an annual 
fee of $20 from the state motor vehicle 
commissioner, under a_ bill signed 
here recently by Gov. Walter E. Edge. 


Carthy, Col. Johnson consolidated 
direction of the Division of Traffic 
Movement, which studies traffic 
flow and formulates policies on 
| both freight and passenger move- 
ments, with the Division of Rail- 
way Transport, which carries out 
many of those policies. McCarthy, 
acting president of the American 

Assn. of Passenger Traffic Officers, 
came to the ODT from the Boston 
and Maine Railroad at the time 
the ODT was established. He was 
passenger traffic manager of the 
| Boston and Maine. 

James H. Aydelott, who remained 
as acting director of the Division 
of Railway Transport, following 
the resignation of V. V. Boatner, 
former director of the division, 
plans to return to his former 
position as general manager of the 
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy 
Railroad, as soon as he can be 
released. 


Brig. Gen. Young, deputy direc- 
tor, is on leave to ODT from the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, of which he 
is a vice-president. He was deputy 
director when the late Joseph 
Eastman was director. 

* + * 
Col. Johnson to Address 
Cincinnati Meeting 

WASHINGTON.—Col. J. Monroe 
Johnson, newly-appointed director 
of the Office of Defense Transpor- 
tation, will make what is expected 
to be his first public address as 
ODT chief at the spring meeting 
of the Safety and Operations sec- 
tion, American Trucking Assns., 
May 8-9 in Cincinnati. Col. John- 
son will be the luncheon speaker 
May 9. 





Rise in Accidents Ups 


Insurance Costs 

ST. LOUIS.—Mechanical fail- 
ures and increasing carelessness 
by motorists have combined to 
create a substantial rise in the 
cost of automobile collision in- 
surance in Missouri. Effective 
March 15 the rates were raised 
from $12 to $19 for $25 deducti- 
ble insurance on three-year-old 
cars of popular makes. The re- 
vision is the first since stated 
reductions were given to holders 
of A and B cards after the 
start of rationing. 

S. J. Passen, head of the 
underwriting department of the 
Automobile Club of Missouri, 
said, “Accidents have been in- 
creasing, partly due to careless- 
ness and partly due to the fail- 
ure of drivers to keep their cars 
in shape. The cost of putting 
ears back into shape after an 
accident has gone up sharply, 
and we could not carry the load 
under the old rates.” 


Synthetic Tires 
Get Ceilings in 
Dollars, Cents 


WASHINGTON. — Dollar - and - 
cent ceiling prices for sales of 
synthetic tires and tubes were 
established for the first time last 
week by the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration for sales to vehicle 
manufacturers for’ placing on 
equipment made by them. 

The new ceilings, effective Apr. 
18, are an average of 22 percent 
above maximum prices for natural 
rubber tires and tubes, but are 
an average of 11 percent lower 
than prices which have’ been 
charged for most of the synthetic 
tires and tubes for some time. 
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New-Car Plans 


(Continued from Page 1) 


within the next 60 to 90 days. 


It was tentatively agreed 


at the WPB meeting that 2,000,000 cars would ke the 
practical minimum number to be permitted when partial 
resumption is allowed, with the smaller producers urging 
that any program evolved be flexible enough so that no 
company be compelled to reenter peacetime production at 
too great a loss. This led to acceptance of the new formula 
for production surveys on the basis of “a practical mini- 
mum number of cars” each company could turn out. 

Left over for discussion at future meetings were such 
subjects as entrance of outsiders into the auto-producing 
field, prices of the first models and an industry-wide agree- 
ment to produce only 1942 models in the early reconver- 


sion period. 


x & * 
Although keeping their oath of secrecy 


Auto Officials 
Optimistic After 
First Meeting 


regarding details of the meeting, auto 
executives nevertheless expressed op- 
timism over the eventual program to 


result from the discussions with WPB 


officials. 


They naturally disagreed with some of the sug- 


gestions made by both WPB officials and individual com- 
pany officials, but they were all agreed on the urgent need 
for being ready for “either a sudden collapse of the Axis 
powers, or for a long transition period in which some 
resumption of peacetime production would accompany a 
continuance of substantial war production.” 

One manufacturer said his company would prefer to 
delay the resumption of new-car production until all mate- 
rial controls were removed, but WPB officials declared that 
such a program would bring about considerable unemploy- 


ment. 


Moreover, said a WPB spokesman, it is unlikely 


that government controls over new-car production would 


be eliminated suddenly. 


x & * 
Despite the still critical tire shortage, 


Motorists Boost 
Speed Despite 
Tire Shortage 


average speed for all vehicles has in- 
creased almost one mile per hour, ac- 
cording to the latest survey conducted 


by the Public Roads Administration. 
Seventy-seven percent of all passenger car drivers traveled 
in excess of the 35-mile-an-hour limit, the average in this 


category being between 40.3 and 41.5. 


Average truck 


speeds remained steady at 37.6 to 38.4 m.p.h., while that 
of buses decreased somewhat to 45.4 and 41.3. 


Of 22 states reporting, only Michigan and Nebraska | 
| showed speeds lower than when last reported last fall. 


| Speed averages were about one point higher in the states 


where gasoline was not rationed until Dec. 1, 


1942, as 


compared with the Eastern states where rationing started 
> 


in May, 1942. 


1944 


Rule on Resale’ 
Of New Trucks 
Is Revised 


WASHINGTON. Commercial 
vehicles which “have not been 
used except for the purpose of 
sale” may be resold by the original 
purchaser at the price paid in- 
cluding increment charges paid by 
him, the Office of Price Adminis- 
tration announced last week. 

Effective Apr. 19 this action 
provides a ready method whereby 
owners of trucks and commercial 
motor vehicles which were bought 
new but have not been used may 
dispose of them at cost and will 
serve to get those vehicles in the 
hands of other users who have 
need for them. 

There are cases, OPA. said, 
where commercial vehicles have 
been bought new but because of 
their size, body style, turning 
radius, ete., the original purchas- 
ers have not been able to use them. 

Formerly, original purchasers of 
the vehicles were unable to sell 
them at their cost to them because 
a new commercial vehicle for the 
purpose of increment was de- 
scribed as one that “has not been 
transferred to any person other 
than a sales agency for the pur- 
pose of resale.”” This meant that 
on the resale they could not re- 
cover the increment they paid on 
the vehicles. 

Since there is urgent need for 
the use of all commercial vehicles 
at present, OPA decided that in 
cases where they have not been 
used, commercial vehicles may be 
sold at their complete cost when 
new. 


More Gas Seen 
As Danger to 


Life of Cars 


WASHINGTON. Hearings on 
the gasoline supply and the black 
market were opened here last week 
before the House Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce Committee. 
Charles Phillips, of the Office of 
Price Administration, the first to 
testify, outlined the rationing pro- 
gram and the effort of OPA to 
keep the nation within the allot- 
ments designated by ODT and 
PAW. Phillips said that in addi- 
tion to counterfeiting and _ stolen 
coupons, the principal problem of 
OPA was to keep the people from 
overstating their needs. The sup- 
ply, he pointed out, is not deter- 
mined by OPA but by PAW. 

The Office of Defense Transpor- 
tation has the job of keeping the 
ears on the road and any increase 
in the gasoline quotas would send 
the automobiles into the grave- 
yards at a tremendous rate, with 
the possible breakdown of the 
transportation system before new 
automobiles could be produced, it 
was explained. 

This is one of the reasons why 
ODT cannot ask for higher civilian 
allotments, it was stated. 

Some progress in its drive 
against the gasoline black market 
was reported by OPA. There was 
no increase in illicit diversion of 
fuel during the past month, which 
was “a heartening achievement,” 
the witness said. Daily drain from 
legitimate use to the black mar- 
ket continues at about 2,500,000 
gallons, it was stated. 
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Automotive Nem, 


Army Is Accused 
Of Inefficiency in 


Motor Rebuilding 


DETROIT.—-After charging here 
that the Army Ordnance depart- 
ment impeded rebuilding of Army 
truck engines, Senator Homer Fer- 
guson, Michigan Republican, an- 
nounced last week that his investi- 
gation had been _ broadened 
include the Army rebuilding depot 
at Atlanta, Ga. 

In Detroit, Ferguson charged , 
that after the Nutt Motor Rebuild- 
ers had constructed a factory de- 
signed to rebuild 200 engines a 
day on the strength of an Army 
order for rebuilding 2,000 engines, 
the contract was canceled because 
Ordnance refused to supply the 
parts, which Nutt could not obtain 
elsewhere. 

Ferguson linked this with the re- 
ported difficulties the Army was 
having in rebuilding motors at El 
Paso, Tex., and later said that he 
was investigating a report from an 
authoritative auto-industry source 
that inefficiencies, based on civil- 
ian standards, were widespread in 
the Army’s rebuilding operations 
at Atlanta. 

He said that he was informed 
that at the Atlanta depot, where 
civilian employes work under di- 
rection of Army officers, 750 em- 
ployes are able to turn out only 
104 rebuilt engines a day. 

“It is axiomatic in the civilian 
engine rebuilding trade,” Ferguson 
said, “that a firm has to attain an 
efficiency of at least one engine a 
day per employe to stay in busi- 
ness.” 

In the Detroit case, Nutt imme- 
diately turned his facilities over to 
civilian work, and is helping to 
keep many truck and _ essential 
autos on the road. 


Vehicles 


Ready a Year Ago 


WASHINGTON.—As_ early as 
May 25, 1943, General Motors had 
prepared plans for the production 
of 1,000,000 cars and trucks and an 
equivalent quantity of other prod- 
ucts against the day the govern- 
ment would permit large-scale 
civilian production, C. E. Wilson, 
GM president, said last week. 


Wilson’s statement was made on} 


request for supplementary infor- 
mation by the House Committee 
on Postwar Economic Policy and 
Planning, before which Wilson 
testified March 23. 
He said that the 
program was prepared 
mitted by him in May, 
the executive staff as 
planning for reconversion. 
“At the earliest possible 
when the war is over,” Wilson said, 


GM_ postwar 
and_ sub- 
1943, to 
advance 





“telegrams will be sent to all sup- 
pliers and subcontractors authoriz- 
ing them to start production im- 
mediately. 

“This material will be accepted 
even though some of it can be pro- 
duced faster than actually required, 
in order to give the quickest pos- 
sible employment and allow our 
suppliers to proceed with their 
activities.” 

This activity would take place, 
Wilson said, while the necessary 
plant rearrangements and other 
bottlenecks in commercial produc- 
tion were being overcome. 

Wilson reiterated that during re- 
conversion GM _ would produce 
“substantially our 1942 passenger 


|}car models and other products in 
| production 
date | 


when war was. de- 
clared,” adding that they were all 
good products. 
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